H. M. KOELBING, Arzt und Patient in der antiken Welt, Zurich and Munich, Artemis Verlag, 1977, pp. 240, SFr. 48 . This popular study of the doctor-patient relationship in antiquity affords a competent summary of modern research, with occasional comments on the significance of particular ideas and practices for modern medicine. There are useful observations on the "Janus-face of the doctor" (his ability to harm or heal), the importance of the patient's belief in his cure, and the ethical influence of the Hippocratic oath; and the pages on the Methodist sect are far more sympaihetic to its practical theories than most de Rome 1969 de Rome , 1970 , and the account of Roman medicine is strangely unbalanced. Rufus gets only half a page, Galen not much more, and post-Galenic medicine is dismissed in a sentence, despite the concentration of its writers on practical therapy and despite their valuable descriptions of the external factors limiting their success. Like E. D. Phillips' Greek medicine, which is in many ways its English counterpart, this book has many virtues, but it lacks the historical discrimination to describe adequately the more complex relationships between doctor and patient in the Roman world, and the necessary stamina to cope with the bulk of the Galenic corpus. 105
